Neonatal outcomes of premature infants born to preeclamptic mothers.
Only limited studies with conflicting results are available on neonatal morbidity and mortality in infants born to preeclamptic mothers. The objective of this study was to evaluate neonatal morbidity and mortality in premature infants born to preeclamptic mothers. Premature infants who were admitted to Uludag University, School of Medicine, Neonatal Intensive Care Unit between June 2006 and December 2007 were included in this study. The infants were evaluated according to their demographic characteristics and neonatal morbidities. Fifty-one infants born to preeclamptic mothers (study group) and 33 gestational age- and gender-matched infants born to normotensive mothers (control group) were included in this study. No statistical difference was found between the two groups in terms of demographic characteristics. However, frequency of neutropenia, duration of mechanical ventilation, and neonatal sepsis rates were found to be significantly higher in the study group compared with those of the control group. Although the rates of other neonatal morbidities such as bronchopulmonary dysplasia, retinopathy of prematurity, intraventricular hemorrhage and necrotising enterocolitis were found to be higher in the study group, the difference was not statistically significant. Mortality rates were also found to be similar in both groups. The infants born to preeclamptic mothers had significantly higher rates of neutropenia and sepsis. There were no significant difference in terms of other neonatal morbidities and neonatal mortality between the study and the control group.